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	Name


	Loftus & Palmer (1974)

Reconstruction of automobile destruction.

	Aim
	To investigate the effect of leading questions on the accuracy of speed estimates in a perceived car crash.

	Method
	Experiment.

	Participants
	45 students mixed and tested in groups.



	Procedure
	7 films of traffic accidents ranging in duration from 5-30 seconds were presented in random order to each group.

After each film the participants gave an account of what they witnessed, and were then asked more specific questions about what they witnessed.

The critical question ‘About how fast were the cars going when they hit each other?’ (This was the IV.)

9 participants heard the verb ‘hit’ then an equal number heard ‘smashed’ ‘collided’ ‘bumped’ or ‘contacted’. 

(The estimated speed acted as the DV)



	Findings.
	· The participants estimated higher speed when the verb was ‘smashed’ or ‘collided’ than with any of the other verbs.



	Conclusions.
	This suggested that not only are people poor judges of speed but that the question can also affect the participants responses.

The responses could be the result of responses bias or genuine change of memory due to the participant recalling an event that did not occur because of the use of a particular word.



	Criticisms.
	· As an experiment it lacks ecological validity as there were no real witnesses or real life event.




