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Key Study 1.
	Name


	Asch (1956)

Experiment into Conformity

	Aim
	To investigate how people behave in a unambiguous situation.

Would they be influenced or stick to their guns?

	Method
	Experiment.

	Participants
	123 American male undergraduates .

	Procedure
	Asch showed a series of lines (standard line and possible answers) to participants around a table. All but 1 were confederates. The confederates were instructed to give the incorrect answer on 12 trials. The true participant was always last to answer.


	Findings.
	On critical trials 36.8% of responses by true participants were incorrect, that is, they conformed to give the incorrect answer.
25% never gave the wrong answer, therefore showing that at least 75% gave the wrong answer at least once.



	Conclusions.
	Humans have strong tendencies to conform to group pressure even when the answer is clear.
However 2/3 also stuck to their guns on certain trials…clear evidence that sometimes individuals can resist pressure.



	Criticisms.
	· What does this study actually tell us about real life?
· Is the study a ’child of it’s time’?
· Artificiality.




