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Key Study 2.

	Name


	Schaffer & Emerson (1964)

Longitudinal study of babies in Glasgow.

	Aim
	To investigate the age at which infants become attached, who do they become attached to, are there any important individual differences?

	Method
	Survey, Naturalistic observation, longitudinal study.

	Participants
	60 babies from a largely working-class area of Glasgow..

	Procedure
	The infants were observed 4 weekly until they reached 1 years old, and then again at 18 months.

Mothers were interviewed at each visit and asked about when and where the infants showed separation distress and to whom they were directed at.



	Findings.
	The onset of attachment occurred at around 6-9 months. 

Intensity of attachment- Intensely attached infants had mothers who responded quickly.

Objects of attachment- Soon after one main attachment was formed the infants became attached to other people.

Time spent with infant- 39% of cases the person who fed bathed and changed the infant was not the child’s primary carer. By 18 mths only few attached to one person, 31% had 5 or more attachments.

Temperamental differences- some liked to be cuddled some did not.



	Conclusions.
	An infants emotional dependence on a care giver does not depend upon filling physiological needs.



	Criticisms.
	· Results reliant upon self reports by mothers, they could have been inaccurate.

· Natural surroundings may have increased ecological validity.




