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	Name


	John Bowlby (1944)

44 Thieves. The effects of deprivation. 



	Aim
	To test maternal deprivation by looking at habitual delinquency


	Method
	Child guidance- (interviews) 

	Participants
	44 children from backgrounds that had lead to emotional problems (this was the reason for their referral).

A further 44 thieves who were criminals. All participants were male. (14 of the thieves diagnosed as affectionless psychopaths)

	Procedure
	The participants and their parents were interviewed; information was collected about their early childhood experiences, particularly separations. 



	Findings.
	Bowlby found that 17 of the thieves had suffered a separation for 6 months or more before the age of 5 years. Only 2 of the non-thieves had suffered this.

14 of the thieves had affectionless psychopathy. 12 of these had been deprived.

The separations consisted of repeated and/or continual stays in hospital when they were children often not visited by their families.

	Conclusions.
	A link between early separations and becoming a thief.

Affectionless psychopathy is linked to early separations- therefore lack of continuous care may cause long-term emotional problems.


	Criticisms
Correlation does not infer cause and effect.

                           Retrospective data is unreliable- Could you remember   details about your childhood in good detail of 10-14 years ago?


