	Name


	Jacobs (1887)

Capacity of STM.

	Aim
	Jacab’s aims were to demonstrate how much info could be stored in immediate or short-term memory.

	Method
	Experiment.

	Participants
	Mixed

	Procedure
	He used the digit span technique to access the capacity of participants’ memory.

He used both letters (omitting W) and digits (omitting 7).



	Findings.
	· Participants recall more digits than letters.

· Average for digits was 9.3, letters was 7.3.

· 8 year olds recalled 6.6 digits, 19 year olds recalled 8.6 digits.



	Conclusions.
	This result suggested that the STM is limited to a capacity of about 7 items of information +/- 2 as stated by Miller depending on the material used.

	Criticisms.
	Participants had not learned anything new.

Individual differences.


