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	Name


	Miller (1956)

The magic number seven.

	Aim
	To investigate the assumption that an individuals memory span may be related to the number 7.

	Method
	Experiment.

	Participants
	Mixed

	Procedure
	Participants were words to remember, the words varied in the number of letters (or bits of information) in the word or the syllables (chunks) in the word. In other experiments various stimuli was shown to the participants to find out how many they could identify.



	Findings.
	· Participants could successfully report 5 or 6 items but then accuracy deteriorated.

· Participants could also recall as many 5 letter words as they could 10 letter words.  

· Participants could recall about 7 words no matter how many bits of information were in the word. It was the number of chunks that appeared to effect the recall.



	Conclusions.
	This result suggested that the STM is limited to a capacity of about 7 items of information +/- 2.

	Criticisms.
	Other research has found that the size of the chunk does not actually matter.
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