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	Name


	Baddeley & Hitch (1974)

Working memory model.

	Aim
	Describe structure of memory and explain how information is transferred from STM to LTM

	Method
	                          Central executive

Articulatory loop                            Visuo-spatial scratch pad                        

       

                        Primary acoustic store

	Description
	This model was proposed by Baddeley & Hitch as a way to represent STM into smaller sub sections. The use of the term ‘Working memory’ implies the idea that this is the area of the memory that completes all the ‘working out’.

· Central executive is modality free ( Not visual or auditory). This area allocates resources to other components.

· Phonological loop deals with verbal material and consists of an – articulatory process and a phonological process.

· Visuo scratch pad- holds visual information such as faces. 

	Strengths:
	· It can explain why we can complete to tasks at once if they involve different stores and why we have trouble with things that use the same store.. 

· It describes rehearsal as only one component, which is better than central importance found in the multi store model.

· It can be applied to reading, mental arithmetic and verbal reasoning. 

	Limitations:
	· The description of the central executive is vague and it may not be one process but a number of stores/processes.
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