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	Bowlby & Robertson

Short term effects of deprivation


	Aim
	To investigate the short-term effects of deprivation by examining children in hospital. This study was done in the late 1940's when parents were not allowed to visit their children in hospital as they were told it would be too distressing; so long hospitalisation was a form of deprivation.

	Method
	Observation – (Using a time sampling technique)

	Participants
	Children who were in hospital long term without visitation from their parents as it was thought that visitation would be upsetting.

	Procedure
	They examined children in hospital, looking particularly at how the children coped with the separation form their mother. They also made a series of upsetting films of these children, the most famous being that of 'John' coping badly with the trauma.
(Same tome everyday- duration of 40 minutes)

	Findings.
	The main finding was that during the separation, children were extremely distressed, and on their return home, were less attached, less affectionate, and less happy than they had been before.

	Conclusions.
	All of the effects described above were classed as the short-term effects of deprivation. Bowlby and Robertson and Robertson developed these effects into three stages, called the PDD MODEL

	Criticisms
	This study changed hospital visitations-They were extended and children were better prepared for the situation.

Supports Bowlby’ s theory of maternal deprivation and the effects that it could have upon the child.

Observation, therefore it is high in ecological validity but low on reliability.
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