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Key Study 5

	Name


	Milgram (1963)

Obedience to authority

	Aim
	To investigate how far people will go to obey an authority figure.

	Method
	Experiment.

	Participants
	There were 40 male participants between the ages of 20 and 50 from a range of occupations and were from the New Haven area. They were obtained by newspaper article and were paid $4.50 just for turning up.

	Procedure
	The participants were led to believe the experiment was investigating the effects of punishment on learning. They were tested one at a time and were always given the role of ‘teacher’ (fixed lottery). The participant always saw the apparent victim strapped to a chair ready for the electric shocks he would be asked to administer.

The teacher asked a set of memory association questions and was given the answer by the ‘learner’ visa a cue box which displayed his answer. If the learner got the question wrong the teacher was asked to give a shock which increased in severity every-time the answer given was incorrect.

The learner received his shocks in silence until they reached 300 volts at this point he would start to protest. If the teacher stopped he was encouraged and prompted to continue by the experimenter.

The experiment ended when either the participant refused to continue or he had reached the maximum shock of 450 volts.



	Findings.
	Prior to the experiment Milgram asked psychology students how far they thought the participants would go they suggested less than 3% would go to the maximum voltage.

The main finding was that 65% continued to maximum voltage. 

Only 5 participants stopped at 300 volts, the point at which the learner objected.

In the third experiment when the minority were inconsistent conformity was reduced to 1.25%




	Conclusions.
	The findings suggest that normal people can behave very badly and obey authority figures when told too.

It can be said that it may not be dispositional factors (personality) that may be the reason behind the atrocities committed in the holocaust, but in fact situational that can be blamed.

An individual can act as an agent and lose their autonomy when in certain situations they are ordered to commit an action i.e. War and soldiers.



	Criticisms.
	· Demand characteristics

· Individual differences.

· Ethical implications

· Biased sample

· Ecological validity

· Experimental validity

Variations of original study

· Rundown location

· Varying the Gender

· Varying the victim




