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	Name


	Hofling et al (1966)

Obedience to authority

	Aim
	To investigate how far people will go to obey an authority figure in a real life setting.

	Method
	 Field Experiment.

	Participants
	22 nurses in an American hospital.

	Procedure
	Nurses were telephoned by Dr Smith and asked to 20mg of a drug called Astrogen. The hospital regulations stated that no nurses were to follow orders over the phone from an unknown doctor and the dose was twice the recommended dose.



	Findings.
	Prior to the experiment the nurses were asked  would they obey- they all said no.

21 out of the 22 nurses obeyed the order. They said when asked after that they were following doctors orders ( As in Milgram).


	Conclusions.
	The findings suggest that obedience occurs in normal settings---- or does it?
Rank and Jacobson (1975) also asked nurses to follow an irregular order- 16 out of 18 refused.
(The nurses were allowed to talk to their peers again showing that different circumstances can alter levels of obedience.)


	Criticisms.
	· Ecological validity
· Lacks reliability- The results from this study have not been replicated  when the procedure was changed to make it more realistic i.e. drug known to nurse. 




