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Key Study 2.
	Name


	Sherif (1935)

Experiment into Conformity (majority influence) using the autokinetic effect.

	Aim
	To investigate how people behave in an ambiguous situation.

Would they be influenced or stick to their guns?

	Method
	Experiment.

	Participants
	White Americans.

	Procedure
	In the dark a point of light appears to move- this is called the autokinetic effect. Sherif asked his participants to estimate how far the light had moved- then asked them to work with three others who had given different responses.



	Findings.
	After discussing their answer with the group the participants individual answers had become almost identical to the group answer, demonstrating a tendency to establish and conform to group norms..



	Conclusions.
	Humans have strong tendencies to conform to group pressure.



	Criticisms.
	· The occurrence of more than 1 trial increased the reliability of the study. 

· Ambiguous task?




